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Foundry Core Sand Dump Sites at Abrams Creek, Ohio

John Wilson gw
THRU: A. ROWinkihoer, Director, EDO fHV/

Dale Bryson, 5E

The writer, accompanied by Joel Balmat from the Enforcement Division,
inspected five dump sites along Abrams Creek on May 1, 1980 which were filled
primarily with Ford foundry core sand. The purpose of the inspections was to
evaluate the present status of these sites.

The two sites off Grayton Road along Abrams Creek, southwest of the Cleveland
Hopkins Airport, still appeared the same as when they were inspected by the
writer on October 25, 1978. The airport has not done anything to alleviate
problems caused by the foundry sand. A letter dated January 24, 1979, was sent
by Ronald L. Mustard, Director of the Office of Federal Activities, to
Mr. William Bogas, Commissioner of the Cleveland Hopkins Airport, which listed
suggestions to alleviate the problems on Abrams Creek caused by the foundry
sand. Refer to Mustard's letter of January 24, which is attached.

The next landfill which was inspected is situated south of the former Cleveland
Tank. Plant which is now managed by the Park Corporation. The landfill is owned
by the City of Brook Park. Erosion of the foundry sand into Abrams Creek is
much more severe at this site. Oil soaked wood blocks from the tank plant have
been dumped into a low area alongside the landfill which drains into Abrams
Creek during rainfall. This dumping has occurred since the writers last visit to
the site on October 25, 1978. Several areas of the landfill along the creek were
leaching out oil into the creek causing an oil sheen in the creek. At the western
end of the landfill mm be another
source of oil leaching into the creek. Several empty drums were scattered about
at the base of the west end of the landfill. In this area several pools of reddish
looking liquid were observed.

The last two sites owned by the Naiman Company and Caravan Packaging Inc., on
Eastland Road, Brook Park, Ohio which were inspected are no longer a problem
because they have been covered over with clean fill. Buildings have been erected
on these two sites. No evidence of erosion was seen at these sites.

Pictures were taken by Joel Balmat and can be obtained from him when
available.

Attachments
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cc: Joel Balmat, 5SEWPE
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Mr., Willian toras, Commissioner
Cleveland licpxins Interpationsl Alrport > -
Cleveland, Chio &4L135

Lear Comzissioner kogezs

This letter is in respcnse to a telephone conversation you had on

ALgu st 3, 1672, with Robert Kay, of my staff, concernicg the place-~
ent of founirry sand in Abrsas Creek, southvest of the {leveland

}o nkins dirport., You indicaied that the airport veuld do whatever

it could to correet the siteaticn, end sskeld Mr. Kay for rvecommenda-—

tions,

My staff( hes revizved the laboratory date concerning the toxie nature
of the fourmdry =and, and we have analyzed the potential impact on

water quality ané environ=ental resources, if the foundry sand is

allovwed to rezziz ip place in its present condition. 3%asad on this

analysis, Ve hava concluded that the sand is causing a degredation of

water quslity in Abrams Cree¥, due to leaching of texic substances;

anpd incress2Z s2dimenr lecad, dee to sloughing and erosion. It is

aleo suspecze? af contritutiag to fleodinpg probless ir Abreme Creek,

upstrean of the disposal site. To alleviate these situations, we offer

the feollowin:z sugzestions:

ss necessary fo sileviste fLocdivr conditions upstreawm, The U,S. &
Corps of Lngineers, buffelo District, can provide acsistance In determi-
ning the amount of paterial to be rewoved, In any cese, no material
should be allowed to remaiz closer than 20 feet from the edge of the
stresm. This will reduce the possibility of streza pollution threugh
leacking of teaxic substances from the sand,

Dispose of the removaed materisl in a suitable upland lecatior in suvch a
manoer 80 25 to prevent its return to auy vaterway e¢r wetleand through
runoff or leaching,

Crade the remaining material to & slope that will prevernt sloughiang,
sluaping, or shifting of the material.

Construct a berm at the toe of the slope that is of proper strepgth aund
coaposition to prevent lateral displaceaent or material flow.

Cover the sand with topsoil of sufficient deptbh to insure adequate rooting
of soil-holding vegetation, and seed with appropriate vegetation.
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Inspect 8nd maistain the berm and vegetative cover and repair, as
necessary, Lo prevent erosion and leazchirng of pollutants.

Cooperate with the Euvironmental Protection Agency and other arer—
clies in exa=ining the feapibility of estadlishing 2 water quslity

aonitoring progxrac for Abrams Creek. .
-~ -

1f the abova suzgestions are acc‘ptab;e to you, I believe the most »

feasible cour of action would be for your office to submit to EFA

s restoration plaa, includiny details of cuantity of sand to be

renuved, bern design, Ezteri&ls. final elopre 6f the remsinirg sand,

and other informetien relstisg to our sugpestions. Ve will review

the plan and offer zdéitionel cowmments, if recassary, before its
1mp1ement tica.

1 preatly acyreciate your cesire to cooperate io this watter concerp=
ing our envivenzental resouvrces, If yvou have zny questions or comsents,
prlease costact ¥r. Thomas Clatzel, of sy staff, at 312/353-23G7

S8incerely yours,

®orald L. mustard, Rirecto
CEfice of Fazderal Activities

€9l Eavy oeand, Reglaasl Cesxuaal
Xay Jacobs, Znforcement Dranch
el Hilson,Eastarp Metvisr DENse
Butfazs {07
U.L. Fons, Cslusbus, Chio
Jawes Powp, FAA
Glatzel:1j:1-12-79
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